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Concerning the "C" we know only that it is like the "B," water-
soluble and we know somewhat of its properties, but nothing of its
chemical nature.
One of the greatest difficulties still encountered in the study
of chemical fractions is the delay in identification of the active
portion. For this purpose we must rely on tests that are far from
delicate and time-consuming to a degree. As a result the study
of only a few fractions must extend over long periods of time with
all the cumulation of difficulties in the way of change in material,
etc. that this delay implies. An idea of these difficulties can best
be obtained by a review of our present methods for vitamine
testing and these methods constitute the subject matter of the
next chapter.